
I’ve had a pretty eventful month since I last clicked on the computer and tried to 
say something witty before the deadline of turning in the monthly “President’s 
drift” article for the newsletter. Fellow club member Dick Brooks, his brother Al 
and myself got to spend 12 days on a self guided raft trip in Alaska. As I had 
promised, we got to ride in a float plane, had rain nearly every day, saw a bear, 
and caught beautiful grayling, dolly varden, rainbows and silver salmon. I’m es-
pecially pleased that no one got seriously hurt, drowned or lost.  PLEASE ask 
me or Dick about this trip at the next club meeting! You probably won’t be able 

to get us to shut up. Don’t forget to ask Dick why he returned home sans both pairs of waders he 
brought with him, and don’t believe anything he says about the great mouse invasion. It really 
wasn’t that funny.
    You’ll likely see it elsewhere in the newsletter, but we have some great club trips coming up in the 
next few months. September was the San Juan, which I could not make but I bet lots of fish were 
caught. In October we will be visiting the White Mountains, and club members can take a shot at the 
big rainbows in Becker, the large cutties in Big Lake, and the oversized browns at Hawley and Reser-
vation. And if that’s not enough, we plan on running over to New Mexico for a day or two and trying 
our hand on the tiger Muskies. I’ve tied the flies, built the 10 weight rod, bought the humongous 
net at Sportsman’s---I will not be denied! In November we will have what is probably my favorite 
trip—the 51st annual run down to Rocky Point, Mexico.  Great fishing, usually wonderful weather, 
good food, good folks to hang with--If you have never done this, you are missing a great time. Make 
sure you have your passport, and talk to Vince Deadmond at the next meeting. 
    In the next few months, we will have the great folks from the White Mountains Lake Foundation 
visit us and give us an update on the foundations activities. I got a sneak peek, and there are some 
good things happening that will really start to improve fishing by reducing conditions that lead to 
those awful winter kills that we seem to see every other year. These are long term projects, but there 
is finally some momentum to report.
    Please go out and do some fishing in the next few months. Not only is this a great time of year to 
get out, you’ll also be able to brag about it the next club meeting when we ask “Who’s gotten out 
fishing?!”
    Tight Lines, keep your powder dry, and zip up your tent door at night.
Joe Staller
Catch me at: joestaller@yahoo.com

O F F I C I A L  D E S E R T  F L Y  C A S T E R S  N E W S L E T T E R

Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

OCTOBER 2013

President's Drift                                                                                            Joe Staller  •  October  2013

OCTOBER DFC CLUB MEETING...

OCTOBER
Wednesday, 

October 9, 2013
Cocktails: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Raffle/Action & Prizes: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2013
Our DFC meeting will have our own, Master  
Peregrinator, Gentry Smith with details on 
fly fishing Becker Lake & the White Mountains 
in October.
Come meet-up with us Trout Bums...6:00 Dinner... 7:00 Club Meeting, 
followed by your monthly program along with fun and raffle prizes!

Programs the DFC Board is working on:
o   November-San Diego, Lucky Ketchum

o   December-Carpin’—Cinda Howard

   Outings the DFC Board is working on:
o   Dec-Canyon Lake. Dick Brooks to host

     AND...Making plans for our Annual DFC Banquet
    DFCer's at work on this: Joe Staller and Tom Russo

DFC ITEMS STILL IN THE PLANNING STAGES...
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OCTOBER DFC CLUB OUTING
White Mountains – Fall Fishing for Big Trout (and Huge Muskies)! 
When: Thursday October 24th – Sunday October 27th, 2013
Where: Rode Inn Motel -- Springerville, AZ
Host: Gentry Smith  |  Tom Horvath | Vince Deadmond
Cost:  $140 per person – 3-nights lodging, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room
$100 per person – 2-nights lodging, based on two-people (double occupancy) per room 

The club has once again reserved a block of rooms at the Rode Inn Motel located in 
the town of Springerville. All rooms at the Rode Inn feature two queen beds, televi-
sion, refrigerator, coffee pot, microwave oven and free Wi-Fi. Single King rooms are 
available upon request. We will have access to their banquet room Saturday night, 
where will host a group dinner for DFC members staying at the motel. This meal is 
included in the cost of this trip.
    Fall is a great time to target larger fish cruising in the shallower water in the White 
Mountains. For the browns this time of year means spawning season and for the rain-
bows it is time to bulk up for the impending winter months ahead. Possible lakes to 
fish include Becker, Sunrise, Hawley, Crescent, Big Lake and many others. This is also 
a great time to try the area’s streams, such as the Little Colorado, and the West and 
East Forks of the Black River. The upper section of Silver Creek will be open and full 
of retired broad stock. And if that isn’t enough, Vince Deadmond will be leading the 
charge over to Quemado Lake, NM to chase huge muskies!
    In the past, many club members have landed some of their biggest fish in Arizona 
on this trip. If you have not experience the White Mountains in the fall—you really 
are missing out.

To sign-up, see Gentry Smith at the  October club meeting for more details.  
Questions??? Catch me at: design@gentrysmith.com

SOME DFC 
MEMBERS
SPOTTED. . .
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Subject: 
Grapevine Creek Gila 
trout stocking
Hi everyone, 
We are going to be stocking Grapevine Creek 
on the Prescott National Forest with around 
200 Gila trout on Tuesday October 22nd. We 
will probably meet and start stocking around 
9:00 am. This will be the third time that we 
will be stocking Gila trout in Grapevine with 
stockings in 2009 and 2012. Many of you 
have been involved in the project before and 
it would be great to get as many people who 
are interested back out to Grapevine to con-
tinue recovery efforts in this unique stream. 
I was able to get out to Grapevine last week 
and do a survey and saw fish in several size 
classes including a few juvenile fish which 
indicates that some of the fish in the stream 
were able to successfully reproduce which is 
great news! Please share this with your mem-
bers and anyone else who may be interested 
in helping out with this project, we can use 
as many people as we can get to spread the 
fish throughout the stream. 
Anyone who is interested and available on 
the 22nd can contact me directly either by 
phone or email and I can add them to the list 
as we start to get some of the details worked 
out. 
Looking forward to working with you all. 
Cheers, Mike 
Mike Anderson
Native Trout Program Coordinator
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086
623-236-7653 (o)
manderson@azgfd.gov

Amazing though it may seem, the first men-
tion of the vise was by Taylor in 1800. Prior 
to that it is simply not mentioned. This may 
seem strange, but there are good reasons why 
it should be so - very early tyers whipped 
their hooks directly onto the end of their line, 
which would have made it difficult for them 
to use a vice even if it had been invented in 
those days. Whipped-on flies being hard 
things to change, these early anglers might 
well have fished the whole season with just 
one or two flies. The same applies to flies tied 
on horsehair or gut links: it was convenient to 
for the tyer to hold onto the horsehair.
      Although it was described in 1800, the vise 
didn't really come into common use before 

the 1875, and that may have been due to 
the adoption of the eyed hook, which was 
championed by the dry fly men.
      It has been suggested that early models 
were non-specialist vises made with soft 
cast iron jaws, which were too soft to grip a 
hook properly, but the evidence for this is 
equivocal. More likely conservatism came 
into play here. People were used to the idea 
of tying flies in the hand, using a skill was 
which was passed down from one angler to 
another and there was nothing to be found 
in books about tying with a vise. On top of 
this, adapting hand-tying methods for use 
on a hook held in a vise is remarkably dif-
ficult, particularly if you lack modern in-
struments like bobbin holders and hackle 
pliers. Hand tyers were used to letting 
the end of the silk dangle free, catching it 
and other materials under their fingers to 
maintain tension, but if you try this meth-
od with a vice, the tool gets in the way. You 
can see the same thing happening with the 
adoption of whip finish tools nowadays - 
many people just can't get on with them, 
but it is arguable that the tool allows the 
production of a neater head. Will, in years 
to come, people wonder why whip finishers 
weren't adopted earlier?
     Adopting the vise meant learning an 
entirely different way of tying flies, and 
while patterns were relatively simple, there 
wasn't much reason to go to all the trouble 
of learning new tricks. Besides, a hand tyer 
could sit down and make flies anywhere, 
provided there is a patch of sun and a glass 
of beer to hand, while the vise shackled 
him to the bench. The ability to tie a new 
pattern by the waterside is one of the great 
advantages that we have sacrificed in the 
name of progress.

THE VISE

Bragging may not bring happiness, but no man having caught 
a large fish goes home through an alley.
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Mr. McKeon has asked me to write 
an article for the Desert Fly Casters 
after my brief presentation at the last 
meeting. 
   I have been practicing Tenkara ex-
clusively for four years after having 
practiced small stream fly fishing 
my whole life. With Tenkara, I’ve 
caught many types of trout, native 
and wild, different strains and now 
it is my chosen method of fishing a 
mountain stream; I no longer fly fish 
in small streams.
   This summer I travelled to the 
Central Mountains of Japan where 
I took instruction from Masami 
Sakakibara. He is widely known as 
a modern Tenkara master. My ex-
perience fishing small streams and 
making bamboo fly rods, meeting 
with talented casters and all my ex-
periences were paled by the experi-
ence of fishing Tenkara in Japan with 
Sakakibara. His control over the fly 
is exacting. My lesson was private 
and at one point, as he was teach-
ing me “Sasoi” guiding my hand as 
I pulsed the fly to the Amago that 
were resident to the stream. When 
his hand was over mine, the Amago 
came to the fly, when he let go, my 
technique was the same but no fish, 
he shows the technique again, the 
Amago comes to the fly, he lets go, 
no Amago.  Amazing the subtleties 
that are contained with his control 
over the kebari.
    Now after my four complete sea-
sons of Tenkara in my area, the 
Southwest and in Japan, I want to 
share what I know with those that 

direct connection to the fly enables 
good control over placement and 
movement, the line being so light 
(typically 16lb test fluorocarbon) 
will suspend off the water with only 
your fly in the water, the line draping 
to the rod tip which makes Tenkara 
very stealthy.
   Anglers practicing only Tenkara 
have developed techniques specific 
to it. The equipment is highly re-
fined and specialized to the type of 
water chosen. Headwater streams 
are typically tight cover, overgrown 
and steep, shorter faster rods for pin 
point fly placement and control over 
the fish. Streams that are lower down 
the mountain are generally open and 
longer rods with softer actions work 
well with the long casts and reaches 
needed. The mainstream or rivers 
have the longest rods with the soft-
est actions. Angler preference will 
dictate which rods are used. There 
are also other options that include 
“zoom” rods that have a multiple 
length settings that are adjusted for 
reach and fish fighting technique.
   Lines for Tenkara fall into two 
groups, level line which is a nylon or 
fluorocarbon casting lines or furled 
and tapered lines. Level lines are 
measured in a Japanese numbering 
system with the most popular line 
being the #3.5 going heavier to a #4 
and lighter down to a #2. Tapered 
lines are generally a multi strand 
line made of materials such as silk, 
nylon, fluorocarbon, Kevlar and 
other kinds of matrix.  When a fly 
is cast, the idea of the level line user 

are interested. It is my intent to share 
the information to a Tenkara group 
within the Desert Fly Casters. I am 
hoping that this introductory Ten-
kara article will be one of many as 
we move forward.
  Tenkara is generally known as 
“fixed line fly fishing in mountain 
streams” its originations are genera-
tions from professional fishermen 
in Japan bringing trout to the mar-
ket. About five years ago, Tenkara 
was brought to the West and to the 
world by Daniel Galhardo with the 
creation of his new company, Ten-
karaUSA.
   A modern Tenkara rod is made of 
graphite and is telescoping. The rods 
range from ten to fifteen feet and are 
composed of several sections that 
nest inside of each other. The line at-
tachment is by a small piece of nylon 
braid that is attached to the tip of the 
rod and this piece is called a “Lillian” 
The line is attached to the lillian by a 
slip knot loop and the end of the line 
is terminated with a section of tippet 
usually five or six ex.
   The fly or “kebari” can be your usu-
al Western choice or, many anglers 
use the iconic Tenkara fly, the “Saka-
sa Kebari” with its forward facing 
hackle. Tenkara rods can simply re-
place your regular fly rod using your 
known fishing techniques. Casting 
a Tenkara rod is similar to casting a 
long ultra light fly rod. The key is to 
not overpower the rod; the biggest 
mistake is that you are casting too 
hard with too much movement.
    With a fixed length light line, the 

is to have the line suspend in the air 
from the fly to the rod tip, not touch-
ing the water for the greatest stealth. 
With tapered lines, if properly 
constructed, these lines will drape 
somewhat but they are designed pri-
marily for casting ease and pin point 
accuracy.
   There are several Tenkara specific 
techniques. “One Fly” is generally 
considered to be a view of fly choice 
mineralization where as the angler 
uses one type of fly no matter where 
he fishes. The presentation of the fly 
is more important than the pattern 
itself. “Cho-chin” is a technique of 
using a shortened line; “Sasoi” is a 
technique of teasing a fish to strike.
   Tenkara is a great way to teach fly 
fishing to a spouse or to children. 
In addition, physically handicapped 
people take to its simplicity very 
well. Do not let this simplicity fool 
you; it is captivating enough to teach 
a new to fishing enthusiast or to keep 
the interest for your entire lifetime. 
    Please do not hesitate to contact 
me for information, lessons, advice 
or anything pertaining to Tenkara. 
You may find out more information 
at www.tenkara-fisher.com Catch 
me, Adam, at: hangwind@cox.net 
Adam Trahan
602 524-2410

Fishing the Modern Tenkara Fly Rod...The new adventure for any DFC Trout Bum!
By Adam Trahan
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Keep the tradition alive...Come fly fish the "silent sport" with us.
Meet us DFC Trout Bums on the 2nd Wednesday of each month!
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It’s not that hard to believe 
that Desert Fly Casters would 
return to a good fishing spot 
51 years in a row.  Especially 
when the weather is good 
and the prospect of catching 
fish is great.  Puerto Penasco 
has become trendy again for 
the Bike Rally folks, some of 
the hotels are already sold 
out, but there is plenty of 
room at the Playa de Oro RV 
Park.  We picked the Veter-
ans Day weekend because of 
the tides and the extra day it 
gives many people.  

    This year’s event is Wednes-
day November 6 through 
Tuesday November 12.  That 
is just a suggestion, come 
early stay late, come late 
leave early, make your own 
schedule!  Tides look good 
for fishing La Pinta early in 
the week.  Saturday’s pon-
toon boat flotilla could start 
at the Vina del Mar and end 
back at the RV Park.  Friday 
night’s social at the RV Park 
Recreation Hall is always a 
popular event.  This is a bring 
something to share, and the 

club provides a fried fish din-
ner event.   This is a great 
time to talk about what has 
worked so far and how to fish 
Saturday.  Those of you who 
can’t arrive until later in the 
week, this is a good event to 
catch-up.  Last years banquet 
was at El Capitan and they 
did such a great job that we 
will be going back.
    Camping at Playa de Oro 
is still a bargain at $22 per 
night.  Many of you will share 
a tent, trailer, or RV.  I’ll need 
your $30 deposit by the next 

meeting if you want me to 
make your reservation.  If you 
do it yourself be sure you tell 
Leo or Gary that you are with 
the Desert Fly Caster outing so 
they will group us together.  If 
you let me know your  travel 
plans and if you need a ride, 
roommate, or gear I can help 
make those arrangements.
Vince Deadmond the Fly Fishing 
Hardware Guy can be reached at 
Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail, 
Apache Junction, AZ, vince@ajbest.
com or 480 982 7461.

ROCKY POINT 51 Must know info from the Rocky Point Guru: Vince Deadmond!
A DFC Annual fishing experience- November 6th thru the 12th
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Desert Fly Casters
PO Box 42252
Mesa, AZ 85274-2252

MAIL TO: ☛

OUTINGS- 2013
Joe Staller- President

Michael Georgopapadakos-Vice President
Harriet Georgopapadakos- Treasurer

Rick Scott- Secretary
Outings- Tom Horvath/Gentry Smith
Programs- Gentry Smith/David Huang

Library
Open position

Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King
Membership- Dave Weaver

(Also- Newsletter distribution)
Education 

 Cinda Howard/Mayer/Gentry
Conservation- Joe Miller/Brooks/Stewart

TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison   
Raffles- Kristen Kile

Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 
Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 
Member at Large

Dick Brooks, Tom Russo, 
David Huang, Charlie Russer,

John Myer, Mike Stewart, 
Doc Nickel

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com 

2013 DESERT FLY C ASTERS
BOARD OF DIREC TORS

See ya at the club meeting...

Wednesday, October 9,  2013
Come get involved...Talk Fly Fishing with us.

See you at the next club meeting!

October Outing...White Mountains
Thursday October 24th – Sunday October 27th, 2013

Hosts: Gentry Smith  |  Tom Horvath | Vince Deadmond
Catch me, Gentry Smith at: design@gentrysmith.com

November Outing...Rocky Point
Thursday November 7th –Tuesday, November 12th, 2013

Host:  Vince Deadmond
Catch me, Vince at: 480 818 1796 or vince@ajbest.com


